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Livermore Valley Opera Announces Its 20th Anniversary Season
Opening Night is September 24, with “Roméo et Juliette”

LIVERMORE, CALIF. --  The Tri-Valley’s own regional opera company, the Livermore Valley Opera, is celebrating its 20th  Anniversary season which includes two of opera’s most cherished and poignant works: Gounod’s “Roméo et Juliette” and Puccini’s “Tosca,” as well as a special anniversary event of a concert and elegant dinner at the Ruby Hill Golf Club.  The 20th Anniversary Season details are as follows:

“Roméo et Juliette”

· September 24, 2011; 8pm
· September 25, 2011; 2pm
· October 1, 2011; 8pm
· October 2, 2011;  2pm
· Opening Night Gala celebration dinner at Uncle Yu’s at the Vineyard, 5pm.

20th Anniversary Grand Celebration

· January 28, 2012; 5 pm

· A spectacular evening of gourmet food, great wines, and grand opera featuring performances by three celebrity divas of opera and dinner at Ruby Hill Golf Club

“Tosca”

· March 10, 2012; 8pm

· March 11, 2012; 2pm

· March 17, 2012; 8pm

· March 18, 2012; 2pm
· Opening Night Gala celebration dinner at Uncle Yu’s at the Vineyard, 5pm.

LVO has grown and matured since its founding by Raquel and Doug Holt in 1992, whose love of opera and vision of bringing quality opera to the local community has been realized.  With the opening of the Bankhead Theater in 2007, LVO moved its long-held productions from Livermore High School’s auditorium to the new state-of-the-art theater which launched the opera to a new level of professionalism with advanced stage production technology and an enhanced audience experience.  This new venue, coupled with the high caliber of opera singers, music and stage direction led to LVO’s appointment of Professional Company Member status by OPERA America in March of this year.  
“Livermore Valley Opera's 20th anniversary is indeed a happy event and momentous,” says Raquel Holt.  “What we’ve been able to achieve is greatly due to our partners and supporters and we are grateful for the big heart and encouragement of our valley-wide community and its continued support to LVO.  Throughout the years, LVO has been guided by its stated mission, that is, to help enrich our community and to foster talented opera singers.”

LVO is proud of its role in launching the careers of a number of opera singers over the years.  Soprano Nina Yoshida Nelsen performed her first role as Suzuki in Puccini’s “Madama Butterfly” with LVO in 2004, and since then has advanced to larger companies including New York City Opera in 2010, and performed the same role in London at the Royal Albert Hall this year.  Baritone Nicolai Janitzky who portrayed Silvio in LVO’s 2009 production of “I Pagliacci” recently made his debut at San Francisco Opera as Schelkalov in “Boris Godunov.” Other performers include Kaileen Miller, who performed the Countess in “The Marriage of Figaro” in 2009, and Melody King who performed her first lead role as Cio-Cio San in March’s performance of “Madama Butterfly.”
LVO’s anniversary season also welcomes new leadership with Elizabeth Wells as its new Executive Director and Alexander Katsman, its long-time Music Director, as the new Artistic Director.  
"This anniversary is not only a great accomplishment for LVO and all those who have contributed their time and talents to help us get this far, but it is also a celebration of the Tri-Valley’s love of opera,” says Wells.  “We never forget that it is our audience and supporters who have allowed us to bring them great opera for twenty years."
Also this year, LVO will expand opera experiences to venues beyond the doors of the Bankhead Theater.  Jim Schmidt, President of LVO’s Board of Directors explains. "It is fitting that in our 20th Anniversary season LVO is undertaking a record number of outreach programs to libraries, senior centers, clubs, and especially schools.  We want to demonstrate that the power of the musical and theatrical art form of opera is easily accessible here in our own communities."

Special Events
Opening Night Galas at Uncle’s Yu’s at the Vineyards
Gala ticket includes dinner at Uncle Yu's at the Vineyard, followed by a dessert reception in the Bankhead Theater.  The welcome reception begins at 5 pm and seating at 5:30 pm at Uncle Yu's, conveniently located one-half block from the theater.  Guests will have a chance to meet the Stage Director and Alexander Katsman, LVO’s Artistic Director and Music Director and Conductor. 
Gala Tickets are $75, and are available through Bankhead Theater box office.

Ice Cream & Opera – Children’s Opera Learning Adventure
Sunday matinees of Livermore Valley Opera productions offer a fun, interactive way to introduce young people to opera –and even include ice cream for all at intermission.   After the show, children will have an opportunity to go behind the scenes and experience a performer’s point of view.  They meet the Conductor and cast members.  To learn more, visit LVO’s website at http://www.livermorevalleyopera.org/seasons/2010/ice_cream/index.php. 
Pre-opera talk 

Included in the ticket price are pre-opera talks held one hour prior to curtain.  LVO’s traditional artist’s reception is held in the lobby immediately following each performance. “Roméo et Juliette” pre-opera talk will feature noted opera scholar John Prescott.
Performance & Box Office Location:

Bankhead Theater

2400 First Street, Livermore, CA 94550

Bankhead Ticket Office: 925-373-6800  

www.livermoreperformingarts.org
Ticket Pricing
Adults $39-$74.  Students 18 years and younger $10 off on all days, all seating sections. Student ID required.
About LVO
Livermore Valley Opera was founded in 1992, and presents fully-staged operas at Livermore’s Bankhead Theater in the spring and fall. This new theater features excellent lines of sight and acoustics, helping the opera to attract talented singers and stage directors for their performances. 
We combine the talents of professional musicians, stage directors, principal singers, and designers with the dedication and practical abilities of volunteers filling such critical roles as board members, chorus, stage crew, and set builders to reach our artistic goals.
Livermore Valley Opera is a community-based 501(c) 3 non-profit charitable arts organization. For more information, visit www.livermorevalleyopera.org.
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